
BSy Ornadfathar ws born Sept# 5# 1804# Ai he came
into the world his mother passed out of the world, and he was
nurtured by a negro web nurse§ He attended Bfit# Zlon Institute
in tthnsboro, JefferscMft -qaliego in Pennsylwiala and later grad
uated-in ttedicine at the OoUege of Charlestons Transportation
faeilltiee were so laekla^ ib these early days that my
father had to ride on horseback: to the point of connection with
the stage coach# There he would sell his horse and on the re
turn Journey would buy another horse on which to ride home.
Naturally therewere very few return trips# In the case of ray
grandfather there was <^nly one trip, as he^would spend^ summer
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WW.S #,M«v## i,«ssi ^c house at that time. This building
is still' in'very good shap.e# although there is no longer a floor
and it has been converted into a garage. I still have a memo
randum book ehowing the fees charged different people# The
standard clJarge for an office visit seems to have been fifty
cents and If the doctor had to go to see the patient the charge
was one dollar* Contrasting-these fees with those charged by
doctors of the present day^ one can see why modern doctors are
80 concerned over socialized medicine# A number of Dr#.'Brice s
medical books are also still in existence# One reason he could
charge such low fees is that medicine was not his chief source
of income, as he owned several thousand acres of land, almost
a kmbdred slaves, and was a large planter# Having heard people
speak'of their forebekir« «^« owning "hundreds of slaves , ai-
though the. records show very few slave owners of that magnituae,
i asked my father and mother'on one occasion how mm slaves
theif parents owned Just before the civil'War# My father
mated it as about eighty, but my mother still claimed her father
had^wned *more than Vhundred**. My Grandfather kept a level
head when »pst of thalfeot headed people of South Carolina were
taliSttb^ieiwaipnt i;bava often heard my father tell of a visit

MM^^Sbbr Means.* who was a good friend of ray Grandfather s
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he was did a^^rtod his men to follow whereverjthiok of evory .battlo. and ^^°^^°tiiild leading a charge at
they eavi! his .white hflr. . Sideboard Oovernor Means had
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the close of the war, dying December 7, 1871. 8
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long side porches. the "big house". I remember that
the kitchen was separated Jha fi^ree 1837 and still
on the metal aa a boy that tho guttorinpvisible, but my father^had ^««n ^old t^e house,
was Rdded some yeafs after tho house was oui jj^^^tiful trees,whion ebePde out P^^^hrsa^uoly ^ ^ annals
U much more than one hundred V®"' eaial the

genera?lonrrraL®Tprdud and colorful people who came to be
known as Southern aristocrats.
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