g

‘the" Dougles home thet Ha

h)

_De, Walter Brice .. - -

.
- -"“‘".' i '

" My Grnadfather was born Sept. 5, 1804. AB he came
into thea world his mother passed out of the world, and he was
nurtured by & negro wet nurse. He attended Mt. Zion Institute
in .Vjﬂxmcboro ‘Jefferson Ggllege in Pennsylvasla and later grad-
uated. in medicine at the Jollegs of Charlestons Transportation
fagilities wore so lack in thoge early deys that my grand-
father had to ride on horsoback to the point of conncection with
tho stage ccach. There he would sell his horse and on the re-
turn journey would buy another horse on which to ride home.
Naturally therewere very few return trips. In the case of my
grandfather there was gqnly ome trip, as he would spend summer
,Y&Q%mwoﬂdug 14, %) mpantainous regione of Pannsylvanie
Y ..,.ﬁertm_ : ; :gm years without viaiting home.

WRE Bone M a¢ he decided to study medlecine

e

od 49 yirep of reading with Dr, John Douglas,
who married Mary Lunsford, the half sister of Martha Emeline
Moarg, who Wes.to begemé his wife., It was while boarding in
ia mot kop, Just why the young student
o6 with a praoticing phyd clan isn't

£, ¢¥he £411 eourse gt the Medical College
od leactures {n-Mew York City. The

wyat have bees far superior to

tobk ‘this prelininayy ¢
apparent now, for ha 48
in 'Oharlaston and 1

voation of Dr. Walt
gg‘gn n of. Dpe Waq

at - of the WQP ; ¢ papiod, and he.met in every re-
spsat - the qualifieghiy Aonthern gentidimn, doing fasti-
aigng, dx Aress o :ls men? ., He wag.twlce
noetf¥ ot 1 “iiways Aned 3io office.
He . DSt of Pioe I of hig-Miime in Pairfield
county. This came to:kg. he "Dodtey -8hop™ apd I can
"About the old skele-

renmipber as u small ohi '%QMB’ told talea ABO
ton whiok was still in. the house at that time, This building

{s sti{ll in very good shape; glthough there 41s no longer a floor
and it has been oconverted into a garage. - I still have a memo-
randum book showing the fees charged different peoplee The
standerd charge for an office visit seems to have been fifty
cents and. 1f the doctor had to .go to see the patient the charge
was one dollars Contrasting these fees with those charged by

dostors of the present day, one can see why modern dootors are

so congorned over socialized medieine. A number of Dr,.. Brice's
medical books are also still in existence. One reason he could
charge such:low fees is that medicine was not his chief source
of ingome, es he owned several thousand acres of land, almost
a.hungred slaves, and wes @ large plenter. Having heard people
speak of their forebgars as owning "hundreds of slaves", al-

though the. records show very few slave owners of that magnitude,

I'asked my father and mothex on one occasion how m slaves
their garonts owned just beforo the Civil War. My Iather estli-
mated 1t as about eighty, but my mother still claimed her father
had”owned ¥more than @ hundred". My Grandfather kept a level
head whon mospt of the.hot headed people of South Carolina were
pion. I have often heard my father tell of a visit

fop Neane, who was & good frlend of my Grandfather's
] amilies e&w’;!%‘a f¥equently exehanged vislits. My Grand-
ather seocompanie dowgrnor Means §o the front etop still im~
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‘f;ﬁ_kqghiéﬁinfluenoe;to avert the terrible
Neans took fyom nis pocket & small silk

‘ha [ #pdetor, I cen take this ha erchisf and
, pod ‘that will be ghed." "oOh, No, Governor"
.gg?li Youtre very wrong sbout that". It must
o e thaet what he lasked in judgmont was

sald of ¢ now: Meane
pade up A8 “yedQr JQQg:Ha‘grganized a Pegiment and although
hﬁ-walWé ¢ enought to have flowing white hair, he vas in the
thick of every . attle and exhorted his men to follow wherever
they saw his white

4w, He was killed leading e charge at

Cold Harhora"l-hafbfin my homa a sldeboard Govermor Means had

have slaoToopios,dﬁyyha letters exchanged at that time, and they
are besutifully expressed. My Grandfather was destined to lose
three sons in the terrible war, and did not live very long after
the close of the war, qying December 7, 1871. Such incidents as
thig I feel should be preserved for posterity and for that rcason
I write this hlstory. My grandfathor Brice gave to New Hope

A. Re Pe Church the 1and for the church and the cemetery, 80O
these apo 4n dght of his old home place. The present house nad
been bullt partially while he was a young man and he added later
the rear wing of the house, which consists of two large rooms,
upstairs, two corresponding rooms downstairs, a pantry and two
1long side porches., As was the custom in the South at that time,
the kitchen was separated from the "pig house". I remember that
on the metal guttering of -the houss, the figures 1837 and still
visible, but my father had been told as a boy that tho guttering
wag Bdded some years after the house was built, so the house,

made in‘celumbia’gﬁqi' esented to my grandfather in 1859, I

 whicH stands out pleturesquely in {ts setting of beautiful trees,

1s muoh more than one hundred years 0ld., 1In all of the annals

.of history, ancient or modern; there is nothing td equal the

manner in which these emigrants came to America with little
worldly goods and with mueh leas cultural background in Europe
than is generally supposed, and yet puilt up in one or two
generations a race of proud and colorful people who came ©UO be
known -as Southern aristocrats.
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